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© Rumor turns to anguish: 


Pa . 


Georgia-Pacific to lay off 300 


Jock Moszter, president of the Association of Westem resident Bob Wa 
= Pulp & Paper Workers, Local 5, left, and Vice President Bob Watrous 


major reduction in work force at the Georgia-Pacific plant in Camas. 


Officials: Economy can withstand cuts 


and JONATHAN NELSON 
+ Columbian: 


out the region for more than two decades. 
“This mill has been undergoing change for 
tel ovitors ‘ quite some time,” he said. “This is the next 
CAMAS — The economies of Camas and step, and it makes the remaining operation 
Washougal will feel the effect as far healthier, That bodes well for its 
Georgia-Pacific Corp. sheds 300 continued contribution to the econ- 


By CAMI JONER 


omy. 

Georgia-Pacific said Friday that 
it will continue to operate two paper 
machines in Camas and employ 500 
workers with annual payroll and 
9 benefits of $50 million. 
Diversification 

Recruiting efforts that brought 
companies such as Sharp Corp. 
and WaferTech to Camas in the late 
1980s and early 1990s will ease the 
pain. The mill's future was uncertain, even 
then, said Nan Henriksen, who was mayor of 
Camas from 1983 to 1992. 
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feds for monetary 
support, training, 
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Restructuring 
will shut down 
three of five 
paper machines, 


company says 


By JULIA ANDERSON 
and JONATHAN NELSON 
Columbian staff writers 


CAMAS — Reality re- 
placed rumors at the Geor- 
gia-Pacific Corp. pulp and 
paper mill Friday when the 
company announced plans 
to lay off 300 workers. 

Mill management and 
union leadership as well as 
corporate representatives 
met throughout the day 
with workers to explain the 
mill's restructuring agen- 
da. Plans call for the shut- 


down of three of five paper 
machines and a pulp-mak- 
ing line that will t the 


mill work force from 800 to 
500 over the next six to 12 
months, | 

“The loss of these jobs is 
a sad thing.” said Jock Mo- 
sater, of the As- 
sociation of Western Pulp 
& Paper Workers, Local 5, 
which represents hourly 
millworkers. “These are 
ood . We're hop- 
ing that this area's employ- 
crs will step up and hire 
them.” 

‘Average annual pay for 
the mill’s hourly workers is 
$60,000. 


Mike ‘Tompkins, mill 
manager, said that despite 
the cutback, Georgia-Pacif- 
ic intends to stay in Camas. 

The will continue 
to make pulp to support 
production of a variety of 
white communications pa- 
pers sold under such brand 
‘as Eureka! and Xe- 


Jobs: 
From Page Al 


have no plans to sell this site or 
sell the Lusiness,” he said. 


‘Fairly old’ machines 


Robert Burns, a G-P spokes- + 
man, traveled from the compa- 
ny’s Atlanta headquarters to 
help deliver the news to work: | 
cers who gathered on production 
floors inside the sprees 656. 


